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CHECK OUT OUR NEW WEBSITE!

Search Online for Adoption

and Foster Care Resources

Our NJ ARCH website has a
It has
been almost 13 years since

brand new look!

our initial launch of the NJ
Adoption Resource Clearing
House (NJ ARCH) website. In
that time we have witnessed
a technological evolution
with the invention of iPods,
iPads,
handheld devices. We knew
NJ ARCH needed to keep up
with the times and decided

to redesign our website. This

iPhones and other

project was truly a labor of
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love for our staff. Our previ-
ous website, with over 2,200
pages of information, was
such a crucial resource to so
many of our consumers,
that we knew we needed to
keep the integrity of our infor-
mation intact.
hard to create an easy-to-

use website that is more cur-

rent with the times. We built

our site with many databases
in the backend.

you can easily search for and

sort resources by category

We worked

This way

and/or NJ county, find a favorite
book, video, or past newsletter
and search associated topics
within each newsletter. It is a
priority for us to keep the web-
site current, especially with
adoption and foster care “In the
News” articles. We also offer
links to many other websites
that can be of assistance. So
please, check out our new NJ
ARCH

www.njarch.org.

website at
We

hearing your

look

forward to
feedback!

National Foster Care Month's
theme is “Honoring, Unify-
ing and Celebrating Fami-
lies.” So what is National
Foster Care Month? It's a

month set aside to
acknowledge foster parents,
family members, volunteers,
mentors, policymakers, child
welfare professionals, and
other members of the com-

munity who help children

and youth in foster care find

permanent homes and con-
nections. During National
Month, we

renew our commitment to

Foster Care

ensuring a bright future for

the more than 400,000 chil-
dren and youth in foster care,
and we celebrate all those who
make a meaningful difference

in their lives.

To check out all the various
resources for youth, parents,
professionals, agencies and
more, log onto:

https://www.childwelfare.gov/

fostercaremonth/ .
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Do You KNow?

OvEr 1,060
DCP&P CHILDREN

WERE ADOPTED
IN 2015

Doremus
Born July, 2013

Jayden

Born July, 2009

HERE COMES SUMMER

This is the time of year to
finalize your child’s summer
camp plans. If you are consid-
ering summer camp for the
first time or just think it's
time for your child to have a
consider

new experience,

checking out the summer
camp listing on our NJ ARCH
Our new NJ ARCH

website  has a

website.
separate
category for camps, which
mostly focuses on adoption
and special needs. To view
our camp listing, log onto
www.njarch.org. Select
“Resources” on the top left or
in the middle bar of the HOME
page. “Advanced

Search” and identify your NJ

Select

County and “Camps” or any
other resource you are look-
ing for. Don't see a camp
that is a match for your
child? Check out My Summer
Camps at:

www. mysummercamps.com

Type in your zip code and the
distance you are willing to
travel from your home; a list
of camps should appear.
Another website which lists
many NJ camps is from the
NJ Kids Guide at:

www.kidsquidenj.com/

the Advocates for Children of
NJ (ACNJ) at http://acnj.org/
downloads/ 2014 04 25 _
newarksummerdirectory.pdf.

Still can't find a camp that
meets your needs? Consider
contacting the American
Camping Association of NY and
NJ at 212-391-5208 or log onto
their

nynj.org. We also recommend

website at  www.aca-

checking out your local YMCA.

Many have good summer

camps and some may have

camps/camps.html#top.

possible discounts/camp schol-

arships.

Live in the Newark Area?
Check out the
Program Directory created by

Summer

Happy Camping!

DCP&P WAITING CHILDREN

Doremus is a happy and lova-
ble toddler who charms every-
one he meets. He is constantly
smiling and an easygoing
child. He is diagnosed with
Fragile X but is making great
progress and significant
strides with early intervention
services. He has great recep-
tive language skills and eye
contact however is not verbal
yet. Doremus is walking and
exploring the world around
him. Doremus loves toys, espe-
cially ones that light up and
make sounds. He also enjoys
puzzles and has mastered
some of the ones he owns.
Doremus has a good attention

span and can listen to many

books in succession, happily
turning the pages as a story
progresses. Story hour at the
library is a favorite activity. He
also loves stacking his blocks
and being tickled by his

caretakers.

Jayden: Joyful is how Jayden is
described by his caregivers. Oth-
er descriptive terms they use
are: playful, happy, friendly and
loving. Jayden is a musical little
guy. He loves music and will
join in with his little guitar or
keyboard. Other times he will
dance and either way it is al-
ways accompanied by broad
smiles and laughter. Prepare for
a determined basketball player,

he is obsessed with hoops and
basketballs. He is also a typi-
cal little boy who is infatuated
with fire engines and firemen;
he dreams of becoming a fire-
man. He likes animals; a
current favorite is the lion.
Jayden does well with adults
and peers and is a great help
around the house, always
ready to lend a helping hand.
He would do best as the
youngest in a strong and com-

mitted family.

For more information about

Doremus and/or Jayden,

please call 1-800-99-ADOPT.


http://www.mysummercamps.com
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NJFC Scholars

New Jersey Foster Care Scholars
re Education is Key?

Did you adopt a child or
children from the Department
of Children and Families
(DCP&P)? Is your child or chil-
dren about to venture into
college or vocational school in
September or during the next
year? Consider attending one
of Foster and Adoptive Family
Services (FAFS) “Funding your
Future: The NJFC Scholars
Program” Webinars.

This free online workshop will
provide a basic overview of the
New Jersey Foster Care

QY

Scholars Program and the

Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). Partici-
pants will also receive infor-
mation on post-secondary
additional
opportunities

institutions,
scholarship
services.

and support

KINSHIP CARE

For the most current
webinar schedule, visit
www.fafsonline.org or call
800- 222- 0047. For more
information about
FAFS  Scholarship  Programs,
contact Millicent Barry at

800.222.0047 ext. 323 or email

scholarships@fafsonline.org.

Current Webinar Schedule for

2016:
May 23: 6-7:30pm
June 14: 6:30-8pm

Did you adopt your relatives’
child(ren), are you touched by
kinship care and/or are you a
Kinship Legal Guardian (KLG)?
Then check out our sister site,
Kinship Care Clearing House,
This
website has many of the same
services offered in NJ ARCH,
including our website, warm

www.kinkonnect.org.

line, list of Kinship related
services, free lending library

and more.

Is your 18 or 21 year old about
to become independent?
Check out a great handbook
we have on the both our sites
entitled:

Transition

Helping You
to Adulthood.:
Resources for NJ’s Youth.”

This handbook offers work-
sheets on goal setting, tips in
how to apply to college or
vocational school, resources on
how to get a checking account,
car insurance and much more.

Another great handbook is the
Kinship Adoption: Meeting
the Unique Needs of a Grow-
ing Population written by two
national agencies. To down-
load these and other hand-
books, go to the KinKonnect or
NJ ARCH website and select

Handbooks and Publications.”

If you want us to send you a
copy of any of these hand-
books, please send us an e-mail

at warmline@njarch.org.

Helping You Transition to Adulthood:
Resources for New Jersey’s Youth
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Kinship Adoption
Meeting the Unique Needs of a

Growing Population

NACAC

Do YOU KNOW?

NJ ARCH OFFERS FREE
TRAINING WORKSHOPS FOR
ADOPTION SUPPORT GROUPS:

ADOPTION: A LIFE-LONG LOSS

TELLING YOUR CHILD
DIFFICULT HISTORY

TRANS-RACIAL
ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE

BASICS OF SPECIAL EDUCATION
IN NEW JERSEY

ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE IN
THE SCHOOL

FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE CARE SITUA-
TIONS: WORKSHOP TO HELP
FOSTER PARENTS DEAL WITH

DIFFICULT BEHAVIORS

FROM TERMINATION OF
PARENTAL RIGHTS (TPR) TO
ADOPTION: THE JOURNEY

TO PERMANENCY

THE ADOPTED CHILD'S
JOURNEY: QUESTIONS ALONG
THE WAY
BASED ON THE 20 THINGS YOUR
ADOPTED CHILD WISH THEIR
ADOPTED PARENTS KNEW

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO
SCHEDULE A WORKSHOP,
PLEASE CALL OR E-MAIL
DWFRIED@NJARCH.ORG



http://www.fafsonline.org
mailto:scholarships@fafsonline.org
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DID YOU KNOW?

To date, 18 U.S.
States have passed
some aspect of
The Original Birth
Certificate Law

Governor Christie

signing the Bill
into Law in
May 2014

ACCESS TO ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATES (OBC) ACT

In January 2017, adopted
persons who were born in NJ
and subsequently adopted or
who were born elsewhere
and adopted in NJ will be
able to obtain a copy of their
birth

(OBC) upon request to the

original certificate

State Registrar.

The Department of Health
(DOH) and Office of Vital
Statistics have been working
on regulations for imple-
menting the Adoptees’
Birthright Act, Public Law
2014, c. 9, which was enact-
ed on May 27, 2014. Current-
ly, birth parents of NJ adopt-
ees may indicate their prefer-
ence regarding contact with
their daughter or son by fil-
ing a form with the Office of
Vital Statistics.

The document of contact
preference — whether direct
contact, contact through an
intermediary whom the par-
ent may name, or no contact
at this time — may be filed at
any time in the future. A
birth parent may change
her/his mind at any time by
filing a new form reflecting
that change, and the adopt-
ed person will be notified. A
birth parent may request
redaction of her or his per-
sonal information from the
OBC. Such
request must be filed by

copy of the

December 31, 2016 or the
opportunity to redact is lost.
At any time, a birth parent may
rescind the request for redac-
tion and authorize the Regis-
trar to release an unabridged

copy of the OBC to the adoptee.

Birth parents filing their prefer-
ence regarding contact must
simultaneously submit a com-
pleted family history document
(medical, cultural and social
history) to the Office of Vital
Statistics.

cating a preference for no con-

Birth parents indi-

tact will be requested to up-
date the family history infor-
mation every 10 years until the
birth parent reaches age 40
and every five years thereafter.

It is important for birth parents
to be aware that the court gave
many adoptive parents copies
of the Order

("decree") when the adoption

of Adoption
was finalized. These docu-
ments contained the names of
the child the birth
parent(s). Therefore, identify-

and

ing information may be availa-
ble to the adoptee through his

or her adoptive parents or by
other means.

To view the State of New
Jersey, Department of Health
Vital Statistics information on
this New Records System for
Birth Parents and Adult
Adoptees as well as Frequent-
ly Asked Questions (FAQ's), go
to: state.nj.us/health/vital/
record.shtml.

New Records System for

Birth Parents forms may be

adoptionre-
cords.nj.gov/arms/a/

found at

indexhtml. To request these
forms by mail, call 609-292-

4087 Extension 582.

You will find the Adoptees’
Birthright Act, Public Law
2014, Chapter g (P.L. 2014,
C.9), at njleg.state.nj.us/2014/

Bills/PL14/9_.PDF. Contact the
State House Bill Room at 609-

847-3905 for a printed copy.

For more information, visit NJ
Coalition for Adoption Reform
(NJCARE) at
nj-care.org or find NJCARE on

and Education

Facebook.

Article written by Judy Foster

and Pam Hasegawa of
NJ CARE.


http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/record.shtml
http://www.state.nj.us/health/vital/record.shtml
https://adoptionrecords.nj.gov/arms/a/index.html
https://adoptionrecords.nj.gov/arms/a/index.html
https://adoptionrecords.nj.gov/arms/a/index.html
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/PL14/9_.PDF
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2014/Bills/PL14/9_.PDF
tel:609-847-3905
tel:609-847-3905
http://nj-care.org
http://blog.nj.com/tracing_your_roots/2015/04/good_news_--_sort_of_--_for_adoptees_researching_genealogy.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlp6yNjJ7MAhUCoD4KHasxCyEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.com%2Fmercer%2Findex.ssf%2F2014%2F08%2Fpeer_support_group_established_for_adult_adoptees.html&psig=AFQjCNE
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NATALIE’S LIBRARY CORNER

Hello Readers, welcome to
Natalie’s Library Corner.
Since May is National Foster
Care Month, | thought it might
be fun for families to watch a
few movies on the subject of
foster care. NJ ARCH has some
DVD’s that may just fit the bill.
Prepare to set up a few refresh-
ments, sit back, relax and enjoy
one or all of the following

videos:

ANNIE: Academy Award nomi-
nee Quvenzhane Wallis (Best
Actress, Beasts of the Southern
Wild, 2012) stars as Annie, a
young happy foster kid who's
also tough enough to make her
way on the streets of New York.
But everything’s about to
change when New York mayor-
al candidate Will Stacks (Jamie
Foxx) makes a campaign move
and takes her in. Stacks
believes he’s her guardian an-
gel, but it just might be the

other way around.

BABE: “Babe” is the timeless
tale of the young, orphaned
piglet. Through his own inno-
cence, sheer will and remarka-
ble way with words, he over-
comes the odds to become a
“pig of destiny.” Babe’s en-
chanting adventure begins in
Farmer Hoggett's barnyard.
Under the care of Fly, the sheep
dog, Babe figures he’s a sheep
dog too—and acts like it! But

on a farm where outlandish

antics and courageous charac-
ters abound, you'll come to
believe it yourself—and root
for the polite little pig as he
in the
Sheep Dog Championships.

competes National

TARZAN SPECIAL EDITION:
Swing into action and adven-
ture with Disney’s original
classic, “Tarzan”, packed with
fun-filled bonus features and
award-winning music such as
the memorable “You'll Be in
My Heart” and “Trashin’ the
Camp.” Disney’'s magnificent
animated adaptation of Edgar
Rice Burrough’s story of the
ape man begins deep within
the jungle when baby Tarzan
is adopted by a family of goril-
las. Even though he is
shunned as a “hairless won-
der” by their leader, Tarzan is
accepted by the gorillas and
raised as one of their own.
Together with wisecracking
ape buddy Terk and neurotic
elephant pal Tantor, Tarzan
learns how to “surf” and swing
through the trees and survive
in the animal kingdom. His
“Two Worlds” collide with the
arrival of humans, forcing Tar-
zan to choose between a
“civilized” life with the beauti-
ful Jane and the life he knows
and loves with his gorilla

family.

EARTH TO ECHO: This won-
derful journey, “full of adven-

ture, bravery, excitement, and

friendship..has something for
audiences of all ages” (Claudia
Puig, USA Today). The “lively
and likable” (Gary Goldstein,
Los Angeles Times) tale is told
through the eyes of Tuck,
Munch and Alex, a trio of pals
who make an out-of-this-
world discovery. After receiv-
ing signals on their phones,
they meet Echo, a small, but
amazingly energetic, alien
trying to make his way back to
his home planet. As they race
to help their new friend, the
boys will discover that little
Echo has touched their hearts
in  unexpected ways and

changed their lives forever.

To check out these and other
videos and/or books, please go
onto our new, updated NJ
ARCH website, select “Lending
and do the
“Advanced Search” to select
the audience (kids, adults,
etc.) and the topics. We think

that you will enjoy using our

Library”

new NJ ARCH search tools and
will find it easier to order the
book or video you would like

to borrow.

If you have questions about
how to borrow a book or video
or if you need some research
done from the many articles
we have in our free lending
library, please give us a call or
e-mail u s at

warmline@njarch.org.
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The NJ ARCH Lending
Library has over 1,200
books and videos
to borrow.

FOXX WALLIS BYRNE CANNAVALE -BiAZ
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New Jersey Adoption
Resource Clearing House

The one-stop
resource

for those
touched

by adoption.

DISCLAIMER

While New Jersey Adoption Resource Clearing House (NJ *ARCH) or Children's Aid and Family Services, Inc. (CAFS) make every
effort to present accurate and reliable information, neither NJ*ARCH or Children's Aid and Family Services guarantee the com-
pleteness, efficacy or timeliness of such information. In addition, reference herein to any specific product, process, service, organ-
ization, or viewpoint does not constitute or imply endorsement, recommendation or favoring by NJ;ARCH or Children’s Aid and

Family Services, Inc.

CONFERENCES AND E-LEARNING

Looking for a conference or
that
adoption or foster care? Check

activity focuses on

out the conferences below!

- June 9-11: gth Biennial
Adoption Initiative Confer-
ence: Myth and Reality in
Adoption: Transforming

Practice Through Lessons
Learned. Montclair University,
NJ.  For

registration:

information and

http://
adoptioninitiative.org/.

- July 17119: Council of
Accreditation (COA) Confer-
ence: The Power of Collabo-
ration, NYC. For information
http://coa net. Org 2016
Conference/.

- August 4-6: North Amer-
ican Council on Adoptable
Children (NACACQ),
Annual Conference, Nashville,

42nd

http://www.nacac.org/

conference/conference.html.
-  September 22—24:
National Council for Adop-
tion: From Helping to Heal-
ing, New Orleans LA,
www.adoptioncouncil.org/
national-adoption-
conference.

(Date
changed from Nov. 2016 to
35th
Annual Concerned Persons
“Lets Talk

Conference,

- April 1st, 2017

April 2017);
for Adoption
Adoption”

Rutgers Pisca-

taway, NJ www.cpfanj.org.

University,

Looking for an on-line course
focusing on adoption? Check
out “Adoption Learning
ALP  has

on-line classes for pre- and

Partners!” many
post -adoptive families. For
information, log onto our

website and select
“Conferences and Trainings”

then select “E-Learning.”

Have an event to post? Log
onto our website under
“Events” and submit for a

free listing on NJ ARCH!




